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TO  THE 


EATON  BRAY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1921. 

As  you  are  aware,  copies  of  it  have  to  be  sent  to  the 


Ministry  of  Health. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,605 

Population  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  3745 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  1073 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  1084 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £27,347 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £72 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Births  { Ilkgkimate  ?4  ^ ^ } Birth  Rate  (R'G')  20'6 

Deaths  ...  54  18  36  Death  Rate  (R.G.)  14*4 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  J from  sepsis  ...  Nil 

consequence  of,  childbirth  \ ,,  other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Legitimate,  5.  Illegitimate,  1 Total,  6. 

Rate  per  1,000  births,  77’ 9. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

„ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  3 


Diphtheria. 

There  have  been  8 cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

On  April  11th,  a boy  aged,  11  years,  was  notified  from 
Hockliffe.  There  was  plenty  of  room  at  home.  The  house  was 
in  the  village,  and  they  owned  a farm  1|-  miles  away,  from  which 
they  had  their  milk  supply.  The  house  was  a large  and  a good 
one.  No  further  cases  arose. 

The  next  case  was  a boy,  aged  6 years,  from  Heath.  He 
was  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  it  should  be  noted  that  he  had 
the  disease  previously.  There  were  2 other  children  in  the 
house,  but  no  further  case  arose. 

On  September  17th,  a boy,  aged  7 years,  was  notified  from  . 
Eaton  Bray.  He  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  It  was  a very 
severe  case,  and  the  boy  died.  The  cause  of  the  disease  was  not 
known. 

On  September  8th,  a boy,  aged  7 years,  was  notified  from 
Heath.  He  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 

On  October  4th,  a case  was  notified — a girl,  aged  9 years — 
from  the  outskirts  of  Eaton  Bray  village.  The  doctor  on  visiting 
the  case  for  the  first  time  after  being  called  in  found  it  to  be 
a very  severe  one,  and  not  in  a condition  fit  for  removal  to  the 
hospital.  Antitoxin  was  administered,  but  the  child  died  the 
same  day. 

On  October  19th,  a boy,  aged  1 year,  was  notified  from 
Hockliffe.  The  house  where  it  occurred  was  large,  with  plenty 
of  room  for  isolation,  so  the  case  was  treated  at  home. 

On  October  30th,  a child,  aged  1 year,  was  notified  from  a 
very  large  house  in  Egginton.  There  was  plenty  of  room  for 
isolation,  and  the  case  was  treated  at  home. 

On  November  25th,  a girl,  aged  13  years,  was  notified  from 
a public-house  at  Billington.  The  case  was  removed  to  the 
hospital.  No  cause  for  the  disease  was  discovered. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  5 cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year. 

On  June  17th,  a boy,  aged  12  years,  was  notified  from  Great 
Billington.  The  case  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  The  source 
of  the  disease  was  not  traced. 

The  next  case  was  notified  on  July  19th,  a girl,  aged  6 years, 
from  Tebworth.  The  child  had  been  in  London  a few  days 
previously.  She  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 

On  July  26th,  a girl,  aged  4 years,  was  notified  from  the 
same  village.  The  case  was  also  removed  to  the  hospital.  Both 
cottages  were  clean. 

On  August  31st,  a boy,  aged  9 years,  was  notified  from 
Eaton  Bray.  The  house  was  a good  one,  and  as  there  was 
plenty  of  room  for  isolation,  the  case  was  treated  at  home. 

On  November  11th,  a girl,  aged  15  years,  was  notified  from 
Tebworth,  and  the  case  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 

Erysipelas. 

On  June  24th,  a man,  aged  50  years,  was  notified  from 
Heath,  suffering  from  erysipelas. 

Tuberculosis. 

On  August  18th,  a woman,  aged  23  years,  was  notified  as 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  from  Tebworth.  Some 
years  previously  she  had  had  the  disease.  The  locality  where 
she  lived  was  a very  healthy  one.  The  sputum  was  burnt. 

The  next  case  was  on  March  14th,  a boy,  aged  15  years,  was 
attending  a London  Hospital  for  tuberculous  glands,  and  it  was 
during  his  course  of  treatment  that  it  was  notified. 

The  Dunstable  and  Joint  District  Hospital. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  from  this  District  are  taken 
to  the  above  hospital  in  a motor  ambulance. 

During  the  year  from  this  District  there  have  been  treated 
in  the  hospital : — 4 cases  of  diphtheria  and  4 cases  of  scarlet  fever. 
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There  are  three  blocks,  not  including  the  military  block, 
which  the  committee  has  retained  in  case  of  epidemics.  One 
block  contains  twenty  beds,  the  small  ward  above  it  five  beds, 
and  the  third  block  eight  beds. 

There  is  a resident  matron,  and  the  hospital  is  well 
administered. 

Specimens  for  microscopic  and  bacteriological  examination 
are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research. 

The  general  professional  nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out 
by  the  district  nurses. 

There  are  two  midwives  resident  in  the  District,  and  there 
are  others  on  the  boundary  of  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  cases  can  attend  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
conveniently  situated  at  Luton,  and  they  can  be  admitted  to  the 
Mogerhanger  Sanatorium. 

Children  and  general  cases  can  be  admitted  to  the  hospital 
at  Luton,  and  also  to  the  West  Herts  Infirmary. 

Small  pox  cases  go  to  the  Joint  Hospital. 

Antitoxin  for  diphtheria  is  supplied  by  the  Council. 

Elementary  Schools. 

The  schools  of  the  District  are  in  the  following  parishes  : — 
Heath,  Egginton,  Hockliffe,  Stanbridge,  Eaton  Bray  and 
Billington. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  these  schools  is  satisfactory, 
the  closets  being  of  the  pail  type. 

Water-Supply. 

The  villages  throughout  the  District  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  wells. 

At  Heath-and-Reach  the  water-supply  is  from  the  sand,  the 
wells  generally  being  deep,  and  the  supply  being  obtained  by 
windlass.  Two  public  pumps  exist,  and  a number  of  homes  are 
supplied  from  the  Leighton  Buzzard  public  supply. 
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In  the  Chalgrave  district  the  wells  are  generally  deep. 
There  are  public  pumps  both  at  Tebworth  and  Wingfield. 

At  Tilsworth  and  Stanbridge  the  wells  are  in  the  clay. 

In  Eaton  Bray  the  supply  is  from  wells. 

The  water-supply  of  Great  Billington  is  from  deep  wells, 
and  there  is  a public  pump. 

In  Little  Billington  the  general  supply  is  from  wells.  Water 
is  always  obtainable  from  a spring. 

At  Egginton  the  water-supply  is  from  deep  wells,  there 
being  a public  pump  and  an  abundant  and  good  supply.  The 
depth  of  the  well  is  over  80  feet. 

During  the  summer  months  the  wells  in  the  Eaton  Bray 
Rural  District  (even  the  deep  ones),  in  common  with  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  country,  were  low. 

Drainage. 

At  Eaton  Bray  there  is  a complete  sewerage  system,  with 
septic  tanks  and  sewage  farm.  The  effluent,  after  passing 
through  septic  tanks,  is  disposed  of  by  sub-irrigation. 

At  Heath-and- Reach  the  majority  of  the  cottages  have 
privies  with  pails,  the  contents  of  which  are  dug  into  the  garden. 

This  is  also  the  case  in  the  Hockliffe,  Tilsworth,  Billington 
and  Egginton  parishes. 

At  Stanbridge  there  is  a drainage  system  with  a septic  tank. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams  in  the  District, 
there  being  no  works  to  cause  any  pollution. 

Dairies  and  Cow-Sheds. 

There  are  36  cow-keepers  in  the  District,  and  there  are 
approximately  360  cows.  The  milk  is  sent  to  London,  Luton, 
Watford  and  Leighton,  and  is  also  sold  locally  in  the  villages. 


6 


Slaughter-houses,  Bake-Houses,  Sc. 

There  are  12  slaughter-houses  in  the  District.  They  are  all 
well  kept,  in  a clean  condition,  and  have  all  been  lime-washed. 

There  are  two  knackers’  licensed  premises  in  the  District. 

There  are  10  bike-houses,  one  of  these  being  an  under- 
ground one.  They  have  been  found  in  a clean  condition  and 
white-washed  as  required. 

There  is  a flour  mill  in  the  District  which  employes  a con- 
siderable number  of  hands- — both  male  and  female. 

Unsound  Food. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  unsound  food  in  the  District 
during  the  past  year. 


Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  - - - . - - 30 

(, b ) As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme-  - 28 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  - - - 131 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  - - - 19 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  1 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  - - - 19 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs-  - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  - - - - 19 

(a)  by  owners  - - - - 19 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  - - - - - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied : — 

(a)  by  owners  - - - - Nil 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  - 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  - - - Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  - Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  - Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  - - - Nil 

General  Character  of  Defects  found  : — 

(a)  Drainage  defects  8 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  (insufficient  and  defective)  1 

(c)  Water  Supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution  - 1 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air  - - - 0 

(e)  Dampness  - - - I 

(f)  Insufficient  light  0 

(g)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  0 

(h)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  0 

(i)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant  - 0 

(j)  Insufficient  paving  2 

(k)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal  - 0 

(l)  Internal  defects-  - - - 2 

(m)  Defective  roofs,  or  gutters  and  down  pipes  - 4 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  register  - - - - 12 

Number  of  inspections  - - - 20 

Number  of  defects  found  1 

Number  remedied  1 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  register  - - - 10 

Number  of  inspections  - - - - 20 

Number  of  defects  found  0 

Number  remedied  0 

Underground  Bakehouse  1 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on 

register  - - - - - 15 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  register  - - 36 

Number  of  Inspections  - - - - 60 

Number  of  defects  found  0 

Number  remedied  0 


9 


Various. 

Removals  of  animals  improperly  kept 
Visits  of  infected  houses 
Houses  disinfected  - 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PERCY  STEDMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


0*0^0 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during- 1921  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1921. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1921. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 
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C Certified 

54 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

9 

30 

All  causes  \ 

( U ncertified  . . . 

1 

1 

Enteric  Eever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-cough 

1 

i 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (pulmonary 

2 

2 

tuberculosis) 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer  (malignant  disease) 

10 

2 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

4 

3 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  respira- 

1 

1 

tory  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . . 

3 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

9 

3 

6 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 
turition 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . . 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

17 

1 

16 

known 

54 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

9 

31 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
“Residents” 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1921 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

1 Week. 

1-2  W7eeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1 month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

C Certified 

Cauies.  ^ Uncertified  ... 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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f Small-pox 
j Chicken-pox 
j Measles 
| Scarlet  Fever 
i Whooping  Cough 
l Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . . 
j Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

' Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis,  not  Tuberculous 
Convulsions  ... 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
f Diarrhoea 
(-Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

( Congenital  Malformations 

J Premature  Birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility  and 
■ Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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